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CELEBRATING THE CRITICAL, VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS THAT KEEP THE WORLD
BEATING
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

1 JUNE 2021

We know better than most that each year, millions of South Africans need blood transfusions
to lead healthy lives. If it weren’t for voluntary blood donations, who knows what people
would have to do to get blood when they needed it? Who knows how many people would
have access to safe blood when they needed it?
The South African National Blood Services (SANBS) kick-starts National Blood Donor Month
2021 with a special focus on honouring the dedicated donors who heed the humanitarian
call to donate blood, while inspiring others to do the same.
This year, World Blood Donor Day finds us recovering from a unique set of circumstances
that brought the world to its knees. Even amidst the pandemic, our annual observance has
in no way lost its significance and importance. With hosts of people still receiving blood
transfusions in hospitals, the need for blood has not slowed down.
This amazing effort during a moment of exceptional distress exemplifies the importance of
collaboration, while encouraging the Government and National Health authorities to
support the development of necessary resources, systems and infrastructure, to boost the
collection of blood from unpaid, voluntary donors.
In honour of Youth Month, we're reminded of young people’s long history of activism,
proactiveness, and banding together for a shared cause. And as such, the international
#GiveBloodAndKeepWorldBeating movement taps into the youth's idealism and passion for
bringing vital causes to life, such as that of those in need of blood. Additionally, the
movement strives to create change, improve health, and raise global awareness about the
significance of blood donation on a regular basis.
“Attempts to save lives have been at the forefront of all blood donors' minds, and we want
to thank them for their involvement and support. The growing realization across the globe
that giving blood is a life-saving act of solidarity, and that services that provide safe blood
and blood products are a crucial part of any healthcare system is amongst the core reasons
we encourage you to continue donating and raising awareness on the importance of doing
so” said Ravi Reddy SANBS CEO.
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It is worth noting that the involvement and support of blood donors are most effective when
individuals commit to donating regularly. The task of getting donors to commit regularly is a
great challenge and we hope that through hearing and reading shared stories from people
whose lives have been saved by blood transfusions, people are motivated to adopt regular
blood donation. We encourage more people to take up the cause and become life-savers
by pledging to donate blood regularly on Monday, 14 June 2021.
Happy World Blood Donor Day! #WBDD2021
To find out more about where you can donate blood, visit sanbs.org.za or call 0800 11 90
31. Don’t let South Africa run out of safe blood. Donate today.
- Ends -

About the SANBS
The South African National Blood Service (SANBS) is an independent non-profit organization,
and one of the leaders in the discipline of blood transfusion. SANBS operates in eight out of
nine provinces in South Africa (with the exception of the Western Cape, which is serviced
by the Western Cape Blood Service). It also provides crucial support to countries in the SADC
region.
SANBS supplies over one million blood products annually and is rated among the top blood
services in the world. This pedigree comes, as a result of world-class testing and collection
protocols which ensure that the blood which is transfused is always of top quality.
The blood is processed into its constituent components; red blood cells, plasma and
platelets therefore in principle a single blood donation can save a up to three lives.

Board of Directors: Executives: R Reddy (CEO), K van den Berg (Medical Director), Non Executives: A Ramalho (Chairman), F Burn, S Fakie, P Knox, G Leong, P Mthethwa, R Theunissen, M Vaithilingum,
Company Secretary:
FRM-CEO-002
1001481 REV 26 (xx/xx/xx)

